
 

 

Children, obey your parents in everything for this 

pleases the LORD. 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

 

mailto:Iansmith@ianlabs.com
https://vineandbranch.family/


 

Ephesians 6:1-3                                      “KINGDOM MINDED CHILDREN”                                                  March 23, 2025 

MAIN POINT: Kingdom minded children who live in-line with God’s design by obeying and honoring their parents; honor 

God, strengthen their family, invite blessing, and build the Kingdom.   

Notice a couple things right from the start: 

1. “Children” God presents children as valuable to the LORD and His Kingdom as present contributors;  

2. “Obey” there is a shift in wording; “submission” (v. 21, 22, 24), now the word used toward children is “obey.”   

• Submission = Suggests having developed ideas or understanding yet yielding or surrendering to those over you.   

• Obedience = Following orders or rules, focusing on action even if ideas or opinions are not yet formed or understood.   

 

3. “Honor” expands the understanding of obedience – it carries obedience further = respect, value, and care. 

Obedience is tied to a specific life stage, while honoring is a lifelong duty 

Children: obey your parents without delay, without debate, without display.  

The phrase “in the LORD” qualifies two important things:  
• Direction: Obedience to your parents by faith IS obeying/honoring the LORD and invokes blessing. 

• Protection: Obedience is framed by alignment with the Lord’s teachings and righteousness. If were to ask a child to sin: lie, steal, or harm 

someone), the child would not be obligated to obey in that instance. 

Learning to obey and honor, will set you up for good, and to do good to others.    
• Negatively stated: If you disobey and dishonor your parents, life is going to be very hard for you.   

• Positively stated: Obeying and honoring your parents, will bring blessing, goodness, and flourishing in your life.  (Ex20:12, Duet 5:16 

Adult Children: honoring suggests a distinction and continuation.   
• Obedience, once an adult child establishes independence; leaving and cleaving, forming their own household; living apart, and living 

financially self-sufficient… then expectation of strict obedience to parents diminishes.   

• HONORING your parents is a life-long responsibility and also carries with it the promise of blessing. (Mark 3:20-35, John 19:26-27)   

Honor = “to give weight” or “to esteem” – HONOR resolves to exalt the positive aspects of your parents and their role 

and give grace to their weaknesses.  

When we obey and honor our parents “In the LORD” God unleashes all the blessings of his first commandment  

APPLICATION:   

Parents:  

1. Teach your children to OBEY without delay, without debate, without display, and without exasperating them,  

2. Keep the core principles developed in Ephesians as foundation for your parenting: Christ at the center, Grace permeated, 

Adjusting heart and behavior 

3. This is THE JOB of Kingdom Minded Parents to focus our full attention.  You could do no better in helping your children on 

their way to flourishing, stability, and the blessing of God!  

Young Children: 

1. Obey your parents without delay, without debate, without display 

2. This is the clear unmistakable way you build God’s Kingdom 

3. Enjoy stability, blessing, and flourishing.   

Adult Children: 

1. Resolve to exalt the positive aspects of your parents and give grace to their weaknesses  

2. Seek & Value the wisdom of your parents  

3. Prioritize the joyful, physical, and relational support of your parents. 1 Timothy 5:8 


