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Context:  
Timothy was born of an illegitimate marriage, in a small rural village, and knew what it was to be an outsider.  He was raised was by faithful 

grandmother and mother who nurtured a sincere faith in him, and in whom God had placed a spirit, not of fear but of power and love and self-

control.  (2 Tim 1:5-7).  Timothy becomes Paul’s son in the faith, For years, and many miles of ministry, Timothy never leaves Paul’s side.  Eventually, 

Paul appoints Timothy to the church in Ephesus.   

1 Timothy is a handbook of New Testament wall building & his first point of instruction is to protect, sound doctrine.    

MAIN POINT:  Adhering to incorruptible truth, by sincere faith results in changed lives evident in our behavior and church 

unity. When we get distracted by what is false or wander from the goals of the faith, the result becomes apparent in our 

hearts, behavior, and community and detracts from the Glory of God. 

Timothy is immediately tasked with building walls of protection: Stop “certain men” from:  

• Teaching certain different doctrines = “instruct differently” 

• Devoting themselves to study of different doctrines. 

This kind of teaching/study (v.4) “promote speculations” = further and further into things we can’t know resulting in:  
• Avoiding Responsibility (v.6)  

• Self-promotion (v.7) 

• Justification of sin (v.9-10) 

We should spend no time on myths, endless genealogies, speculation, and vain discussions: Conspiracy Theories, Pseudoscientific 

Claims, Universal spiritualism, Ancestry Obsession, End times speculation:  

Rather, we are charged with “STEWARDSHIP from God that is by faith = the responsible management and use of the 

incorruptible truth, our gifts, and resources which God has untrusted to us.   

The goal of Christian instruction = LOVE of God and Love of others.  Love is characterized by three key qualities (Application):  

1. Cultivate a pure heart: 
• Seek God’s transformation (Ps. 51:10) 

• Guard your heart (Phil 4:8) 

• Confession your sin as soon as you see it (1 Jn 4:7,8) 

2. Maintain a Good Conscience: 
• Live with integrity (Prv 10:9) 

• Examine yourself and Seek counsel (2 Cor 13:5) 

• Make it right (Mt 5:23-25) 

3. Nurture a Sincere Faith: 
• Study and Meditate on God’s Word (Ps 1) 

• Prayer & Worship (Ps 95:6-11) 

• Community and Fellowship (Heb 10:24-25) 

 

Paul’s instruction to Timothy is to aim his shepherding to align with the purposes of God: For the church, to Adhere to 

incorruptible truth, by sincere faith resulting in changed lives evident in our behavior and unity. That we not get distracted 

by what is false or unknowable and wander from the goals of the faith.  That our pure hearts, good conscience, and sincere 

faith be apparent in our behavior and community and result in the Glory of God. 

 


